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W88-0316.2.  Japan Mission. 
 Records, 1922-1977.  0.75 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 A treaty in 1856 allowed missionaries to enter Japan.  The Reformed Church was among 
the first to begin evangelizing in Japan.  Prominent early leaders were Guido Verbeck and James 
Ballagh.  The Church of Christ in Japan was erected in 1875; numerous institutions followed. 
WW II severely interrupted missionary activity, though the Japan Mission is still active.  This 
collection consists of articles, publications, programs, and bulletins of the RCA mission to Japan. 
There is also material on individual institutions in Japan including Baiko Jo Gakuin/Sturgis 
Seminary, Ferris School, Meiji Gakuin, Nishi Nihon Shinseikan, and the cities of Tokyo and 
Yokohama.  
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History  
 
 A treaty in 1868 allowed missionaries to enter Japan.  The Reformed Church was among 
the first to begin evangelizing in Japan.  Prominent early leaders were Guido Verbeck and James 
Ballagh.  The Church of Christ in Japan was erected in 1875; numerous institutions followed. 
Missionary activity was severely interrupted by WW II.  The mission to Japan is still active.  
Estimates put the number of Christians in Japan at just over one million. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection consists of articles, publications, programs, and bulletins of the RCA 
mission to Japan.  There is also material on individual institutions in Japan including Baiko Jo 
Gakuin/Sturgis Seminary, Ferris School, Meiji Gakuin, Nishi Nihon Shinseikan, and the cities of 
Tokyo and Yokohama.  
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Articles from The Leader, Intelligencer Leader, Church Herald, 1934-1981 
 Baiko Jo Gakuin, 1936-1964 
 Bulletin, Autumn 1963, 1964 (United Church of Christ in Japan) 
 Ferris School 
  General, 1960 
  Translated articles about Ferris Jogakuin from 1870 to 1932 published in the  
   Reformed Church in America’s annual reports of the Foreign Missions,  
   2014 (2 copies) (Japanese) 
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 “History of the RCA Mission in Japan,” 1857-1870 (35mm microfilm) (digitized) 
 Meiji Gakuin, 1922-1977 
 Missionaries Biographies, 1948-1958 
 Newsletters, 1931-1958 
 Nishi Nihon Shinseikan, 1957 
 Non-RCA Publications, 1905-1972 
 Programs, n.d. 1935-1955 
 
Box 2 
 
 Publications (Japanese and Dutch), n.d. 
 RCA Publications, 1901-1967 
 Sturgis Seminary, 1933-1934 
 Tokyo, 1949-1964 
 Yokohama Union Church, 1910, 1932 
